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America’s most irascible and hilarious curmudgeon turns a kind and benevolent eye toward
brave, hardy, and hardworking souls around the country who have found ways to break free from
corporate tentacles; redefine success in business, politics, and life in general; and blaze new
pathways toward a richer and happier way of life, from the farmers’ cooperative that said “NO!” to
Wal-Mart and thrived to the economists who got into the coffee business by accident and turned
the entire industry on its ear.

From the Back CoverBuck the system and win!"We all need some inspiration from time to time
to remind us of what we're fighting for, not just against. Hightower and DeMarco provide it in
these pages, thank our lucky stars."—Daily Kos"[An] irreverent and uplifting look at how
individuals and companies can be both successful and socially responsible.... [Hightower and
DeMarco] provide tangible steps to escape 'corporate tentacles' and become catalysts for
change.... An entertaining and insightful look at making a living while staying true to one's
values, the book will please Hightower's many fans and will earn him more than a few new
ones."—Publishers WeeklyWhile politicians of both parties have discovered "change" as a neat
political buzzword, thousands of corporate lobbyists in Washington sit comfortably behind those
very politicians, smiling, winking, and doling out campaign cash to maintain business as
usual.But don't despair, for there's real hope! Instead of looking to Washington, Hightower and
DeMarco take us into the heart of America to introduce us to our country's genuine agents of
change—ordinary folks who've chosen to buck the system, defy the rigid corporate order, and
live their progressive values.Swim against the Current is a rollicking read, telling the uplifting
stories of feisty grassroots people and groups who're not just talking about change but actually
producing it—in politics, business, health care, banking, religion, and other aspects of American
life.Oscar Wilde said, "Be yourself. Everyone else is already taken." That's the plucky spirit of
this delightful book. You'll meet cab drivers, organic farmers, the organizers of "Fighting Bob
Fest," a maverick pharmacist, evangelical environmentalists, and so many others who are being
true to themselves, swimming against the current, and showing the rest of us new ways to make
our lives more meaningful, more satisfying.Some say we can't change the system. But, as
Hightower and DeMarco point out in this surprising and inspiring book: "Those who say it can't
be done should not interrupt those who are doing it."About the AuthorJim Hightower is a
syndicated columnist, a national radio commentator, the publisher of the Hightower Lowdown
newsletter, and the New York Times bestselling author of Thieves in High Places.Susan
DeMarco is a writer, a former radio talk-show host, a public-interest activist, and longtime
Hightower partner-in-crime.
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Bruce Seaman, “Exploring alternatives. As Hightower and DeMarco look over the American
landscape, they poke at the right wing hypocrites and their nonsensical notions that always
seem determined to force their way as the "only" way. Not simply a diatribe with rich doses of
humor, they look at the folks and organizations that have carved an alternative way that has
been both profitable and successful, often around the timeless idea that people working
together for a better way are going to do just fine compared to those who work against everyone
for maximum short term profit. It sparks ideas and new perspectives.”

V. S. Anderson, “Brings Hope Into Focus. This is one of the best books I've read in a long, long
time. It makes hope for the future of our country real, and is a most valuable guide to actual,
tangible ways to get involved with making this a better country, and have fun while you're at it. I
would encourage anybody who would like to see less corporate involvement and more "people
power" involvement with our food, energy sources, political system, etc., to read this book and
get inspired to action! Includes actual contact information about the wonderful organizations he
talks about. A goldmine of information. Hightower has hit it out of the park again!”

J. Oaks, “Inspiring stories of what ordinary people can accomplish. In a world in which our
economy and our lives seem to be controlled largely by the decisions of corporations, it is
refreshing to hear about regular people working in a way that is healthy for our country.
Hightower and Demarco shine light on those individuals and groups that give us hope that a
Jeffersonian democracy can still exist in this country. The book also contains great references
for those interested in populist causes.”

Donnie L. Simpson, “Written by a true Texas Progressive (a rare breed.). Written in Mr.
Hightower's humorous style and everything is true.”

D Paul, “working successfully outside the system. Jim Hightower looks at successful
businesses that work to adequately reward the producers in creating and selling quality
products. These are grassroots operations that work well, and are examples of what can be
done by people in this country.  Hurray!”

David E. Meacham, “Five Stars. Received this order today and began listening to this CD.”

Cynthia J. Simpson, “Five Stars. Lots of good information.”

Dave Cox Or Cox, “Progressive's delight. A wake-up to complacent Americans who still think
we're number one. Jim tells it like it is in down to earth terms.”



The book by Jim Hightower has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 50 people have provided feedback.
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Language: English
Hardcover: 32 pages
Reading age: 6 - 11 years
Grade level: 1 - 3
Item Weight: 9.7 ounces
Dimensions: 5.7 x 0.7 x 8.8 inches
Paperback: 224 pages
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